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Introduction: Governmental reporting
Increased transparency demand:

Digital Accountability and Transparency Act (DATA Act) S.994  

was passed into LAW May 2014

Many “open data” portals of checkbook data & other metrics
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Contribution:

1) We show how DATA Act elements may be successfully 

extended to Single Audit (SA) Filings

2) Decreases burden on the filing entities (recipients)

3) Decreases redundancy in reporting

4) Improves ability to analyze the SA reports
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Typical government report analyst….
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Why is governmental financial reporting transparency so 

important?
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Why is governmental financial reporting 

transparency so important?
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NJ is #2, 

at May 

12th….



A tale of an evolving standard

38th WCARS at Rutgers, the State University of NJ

U.S. Local Municipality Reporting and the 

Single Audit Act

• Local governments differ from businesses in purpose, 

organization, processes of generating revenues, stakeholders, 

budgetary obligations and longevity (GASB, 2013).

• Taxation: legally mandated involuntary exchange, direct 

benefit/service? How to measure service efficiency?

• Federal Government: $400+ Billion in grants annually

• Single Audit Act of 1984: requires that each grant recipient of 

more than $750,000 from ANY agency or agencies will need to 

file a Single Audit Report

• Each agency has 14 specific grant requirements that must be 

followed

• For many grantees, this is a repetitious process!
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U.S. Local Municipality Reporting and the 

Single Audit Act

Single Audit Reporting Package:
• Auditor’s Reports

• Management Discussion and Analysis (MD&A)

• Recipient’s financial statements

• Recipient’s notes to the financial statements

• Supplemental Information

• Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards (SEFA)

• Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs

• Schedule of Prior Audit Findings

Rutgers University 2015 Single Audit Reporting Package:

122 pages, SEFA 60 pages

Ohio State 2015 Single Audit Reporting Package:

142 pages, SEFA 48 pages
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Should these reports remain in PDF??
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The DATA Act
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5/09/2014 
DATA 
ACT is 

law

5/09/2015 
Pilot 
starts

5/09/2017 
Pilot 

finishes

5/09/2018 
OMB 

reports to 
Congress

8/09/2018 
Pilot 

becomes 
law?
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The DATA Act

Pilot Program:

• Affects state and local governments, transportation authorities, hospitals, 

universities, charities and not-for-profits

• Little standardization in accounting practices across jurisdictions and 

recipients (Bloch et al,2015)

• Standardization of data terms/definitions

• Reports must be published in machine readable transparent format

Federal Level:

• Separated reports and agencies will now be standardized

• Newly formed central reporting website www.usaspending.gov where all will 

file statements and reports will be published

• Currently all financial statements are in PDF: DATA Act requires that reports 

be in machine-readable and open data format, such as that of XBRL
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This PDF 

must be 

manually 

extracted!
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Well…
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XBRL for State and Local U.S. Government 

Financial Reports

• DATA Act and FFATA (Federal Funding Accountability and 

Transparency Act) Collaboration space:

S.N Category Description

1 Awardee and Recipient Entity Information This list includes information about recipients and awardees of federal 

funds.

2 Award Amount Information This list includes elements used to describe the amount (value) of a 

certain award.

3 Award Characteristic Information These elements describe the different characteristics each award 

possesses.

4 Funding Entity Information These data elements describe characteristics of the entity that 

provided funding for an award.

5 Awarding Entity Information Elements on this list describe awarding entities – those that presented 

the awardee with the funding.

6 Account Level Information This list features elements that describe the accounts from which the 

awards are funded.

Broad Category of “Data Elements”:

Reference:
https://fedspendingtransparency.github.io/dataelements/
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XBRL for State and Local U.S. Government 

Financial Reports
Our Taxonomy for Rutgers University Single Audit Report 2015, SEFA section

S.N
Recommended Data Element XBRL Item Type Data Definition

1
Federal Expenditures Monetary Item Amount of federal expenditure.

2
Catalog of federal domestic assistance 

numbers (CFDA) String Item

The title of the program under which the Federal award was 

funded in the CFDA.

3
Pass Through Grantors Number String Item Pass through grantors number.

4
American Recovery and Reinvestment 

Act Applicable

Yes No Item 

Type

Denotes the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 

applicability.

5
Program Title [Axis] Dimension Item Axis to represent program title

6
Agency [Axis] Dimension Item Axis to represent agency name

7
Grant Nature [Axis] Dimension Item Axis to represent grant nature

8
Grantor [Axis] Dimension Item Axis to represent grantor title

9
Basis of Presentation [Text Block] Text Block Item The entire disclosure for basis of presentation.

10
Sub recipients [Text Block] Text Block Item The entire disclosure for sub recipients.

11
Federal Direct Student Loan Program 

[Text Block] Text Block Item The entire disclosure for Federal Direct Student Loan Program.

12

Loan Program [Text Block] Text Block Item

The entire disclosure for Federal Perkins Loan Program, 

Nursing Student Loan Program, and Income Contingent Loan.

Proposed Data Elements for “Schedule of Federal Award Expenditure” (Single Audit Report):
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XBRL for State and Local U.S. Government 

Financial Reports
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Original 

PDF
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XBRL for State and Local U.S. Government 

Financial Reports
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Machine 

readable 

format!
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XBRL for State and Local U.S. Government Financial 

Reports
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Human 

Readable & 

Analysis 

Friendly!
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Track the Funds!
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Agency = 10.307, total 

spent: $903,890

10.307 reports 

here $671,285Ohio received 

10.307 funds of 

$33,334 from 

Rutgers 

22000003

RUTGERS

RUTGERS

OHIO STATE

Where is the 

missing 

$199,271 of 

10.307??
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Benefits

• The DATA Act simplifies the reporting process and reduces duplication of 

filing

• Provides greater transparency and portability of information

• Standardizes this information across recipients, grantor agencies, and grant 

types

• Report generation is automated 

• Provides a data format that is easier to analyze

Challenges

• Adoption of this standardized taxonomy across municipalities 

• Whose responsibility to enforce compliance…

• How to successfully implement the pilot program

• Measurement of the Pilot Program’s success

• And, ideally local and state governments should adopt a standardized XBRL 

taxonomy developed by the GASB for ALL financial reports
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Questions?
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