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Abstract

This paper evaluates the research contributions of Accounting Organizations and Socfety (AOS) during
the years 1976 — 1984. We begin by investigating whether AOS has achieved its research objectives as de-
fined by its “aims and scope”. We then examine two major attributes of AOS articles, the foundation discip-
lines they draw upon and the research methods they employ. Next we use citation analysis to determine
the impact AOS's research has had upon research published in the social sciences. Finally, we identify those
AOS articles which have exerted the greatest impact on the social sciences.

The “aims and scope™ of the journal, Accounting,
Organizations and Society (AOS), were for it to
be an “international journal devoted to the be-
havioural, organizational and social aspects of
accounting” (AOS, Aims and Scope, Vol I,
No.1). This paper begins by investigating AOS's
research contributions during the years 1976 —
1984 in light of its “aims and scope”. We then
examine two major attributes of AOS articles,
the foundation disciplines they draw upon and
the research methods they employ. Next, we use
citation analysis to determine the impact AOS
has had upen the social sciences. Finally, we
identify those AQOS articles which have exerted
the greatest impact on the social sciences.

AQS'S RESEARCH CONTRJBUTIbNS IN LIGHT
OF ITS “AIMS AND SCOPE"

AOS can be considered aresearch outlet com:
plementio other accounting research journals if

a research outlet for additional international, be-
havioural and organizational and social topics
was needed ¢. 1976, the year of AOS's initiation.
Alternatively, AOS can be considered a research
outlet substitute to these other accounting jour-
nals if demand for an additional outlet for this
type of research did not exist ¢ 1976.

As noted by Dyckman & Zeff (1984), the o
major outlets for academic accounting research
in 1976 were The Accounting Review (TAR ) and
the Journal of Accounting Research (JAR).
Thus, we decided to compare the research pub-
lished in AOS with similar research published in
TAR and JAR both pre- and post-1976. This
analysis will enable us to investigate whether
AQS has lived up to its “aims and scope”, and to
examine whether the journal has acted as a com-
plement to or a substitute for similar research
published in the other journals.

For the purposes of this study, we consider
AQS 1o be a complementary outlet for a particu-
lar type of research if the total amount of re-
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scarch published in the arca between 1976 and
1984 increased above its pre-1976 growth rate.
Alternatively, we consider AOS to be a substitute
outlet for a particular type of rescarch if the total
amount of research published in the area be-
tween 1976 and 1984 did not increase above its
pre-1976 growth rate.

Vasarhelyi & Berk (1984) devcloped a
databasc which contains the classification of
main articles in AOS, JAR and TAR along various
attribute dimensions. These attributes include
whether the article dealt with international is-
sues (defined as non-US.), behavioural issues
and or organizational and social issues. The attri-
butes classified in the database also include the
foundation discipline upon which the article
was based and the research methodology it

employed ' As Vasarhelyi & Berk classified all
main articles published afier 1962, the pre-1976
time period for the purposes of this study is
1963-1975.

International research

Figure 1 depicts the percentage of articles de-
aling with non-US. (l.e. internationa!) topics
which were published in AOS, JAR and TAR dur-
ing seven subperiods between 1963 and 1984.2
The figure shows that JAR published proportion-
ally more international articles than TAR
through the Jate 1970s, and that both journals
have recently published (1982-1984 sub-
period) approximately the same percentage of
international articles.

Consistent with its “aims and scope”, AOS has,
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' For 2 discussion of the Vasarhelyi & Berk database, see Vasacheh) & Berk (1984) or Brown ef al (1986).

’ The seven subperiods are 1963-1966. 1967-196G9, 19701972 197351973, 1976—1978, 1979-1981 and 1982-1984 The
percentages in Fig 1 were calculiated by dividing the number of articles classified as non-U.S by the sum of all articles class-
tied as cither US or non-US. Articles dealing with issues which were both US 2nd non-US ., or articles dealing with issues
thai could not be classified as cither US or non-US, were eaciuded trom the caiculation
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on average, published a substantial amount of in-
ternational rescarch (25.7 % ), more than twice
as much (percentage wise ) as TAR and JAR com-
bincd have averaged over the comparable
period (1976-1984).* On average, JAR and TAR
combined have published more international re-
scarch between 1976 and 1984 than between
1967 and 1976, and, since AOS has published a
substantial amount of additional international
research, it appears that AOS has acted as a com-
plementary outlet for articles devoted to inter-
national issues.

Bebavioural research

The proportion of articles devoted to ac-
counting research in the behavioural area in
each of the three journals is shown in Fig. 2.4
Consistent with the analysis of Dyckman & Zeff
(1984),who discussed JAR's increased emphasis
on behavioural accounting research (BAR) be-
ginning in the 1960s, this figure reveals that the
proportion of papers devoted to BAR appearing
in TAR and JAR rose steadily from the mid 1960s
to 1975. Moreover, the percentage of papers
published in TAR and JAR in the BAR area has
risen steadily between 1976 and 1984, at about
the same rate of increase as between 1963 and
1975.°

Consistent with its “aims and scope™, AOS has
published a substantial amount of BAR papers
(49.0% ), more than rwice as many percentage
wise as were published by TAR and JAR com-
bined during the 1976-1984 period (23.6% ).
Thus, AOS appears to have been consistent with
its “aims and scope” in the area of behavioural ac-

counting rescarch, and to have acted as a com-
plementary outlet for rescarch published in this
area.

Organizational and social research

Figure 3 depicts the proportion of research
that each of the three journals has devoted to or-
ganizational and social issues.® The figure indi-
cates that TAR and JAR have published a small,
but rather steady percentage of articles devoted
to these areas. In contrast, AOS has published a
substantial number of articles in these areas
(28.7% ), nearly six times as many (percentage
wise) as either TAR or JAR during the 1976—
1984 period (4.8% ). Thus, similar to its impact
on international and behavioural research, AOS
appears to have been consistent with its “aims
and scope”, and to have provided a complemen-
tary outlet for organizational and social research.

SALIENT ATTRIBUTES OF AOS ARTICLES:
FOUNDATION DISCIPLINE AND RESEARCH
METHOD

Scholarly works are grounded in particular
disciplines of study. For example, ideas for ac-
counting articles may originate from research
conducted in accounting. psychology, manage-
ment, economics and law. Scholarly works also
utilize particular research methods such as
analytical, empirical, archival or opinion-survey
techniques.

Much can be learned about the focus of 2 jour-
nal by examining the foundation discipline and

* The percentage of international articles published by TAR and JAR combined during cach of the seven subperiods was
14.0% (1963-1966),6.9% (1967-1969),6.0% (1970-1972). 7.0% (1973-1975),9.6% (1976-1978),9.0% (1979-1981).
and 18 4% (1982-1984) The percentage of international anticies published by AOS during the three subperiods of its exis-
tence were 25.6% (1976-1978), 34 3% (1979-1981)and 171% (1982-1984)

* Arucles classified as behavioural include reseasch in human information processing (e.g judgement inference, lens, Bave-
s130 revision. and cognitive studics ) and other behaviourat (e g decision making ) attributes Percentages in Fig 2 were calcu-
lated by dividing the number of articies classified as behavioural in cach period by the total papers published by the individual
journal during thai period ‘

* The percentage of behavioural articles published by TAR 2nd JAR combined during cach of the seven subperiod was: 2.6%
(1963-19G0), 6 B2 (1967-1969). 15.3% (1970-1972). 19.1% (1973—1975), 22.8% (1976—-1978). 23.6% (1979-1981)
and 27 7% (1982-1984)

“ Orgamzational and social rescarch includes reseasch in forms of organization. organization theorics, human resource ac
counting. social accounting and environmental issues
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the research methods of its articles. Moreover.
by comparing these attributes of a journal's arti-
cles to those of other journals® articles, one can
learn much about the intellectual positioning of

Peryor

. Fig 3. Percentage of organizational anticles

the journal In this section, we examine the dis-
tr:ibution of AOS articles by foundation discip-
line and research method, and compare these
duiviributions to those of articles published in
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TAR and JAR. In the process, we provide a com-
mentary on the focus and intellectual position-
ing of the Journal.

Foundation discipline

Vasarhelyi & Berk (1984) have classified arti-
cles published in AOS, JAR and TAR into the fol-
lowing foundation disciplines: accounting,
economics and finance, engineering and com-
munication, law, management, mathematics/de-
cision science/game theory, psychology, sociol-
ogy, statistics and a mixture of the above (ic.
drawn from a variety of foundation disciplines).

Table 1 presents the distribution of articles by
foundation discipline, classified by journal: AOS,
JAR or TAR. Similar to JAR and TAR, the primary
foundation discipline for AOS articles is account-
ing (i.e. 31.55% for AQOS as compared to 41.06%
and 31.50% for JAR and TAR respectively).
Thus, the three accounting journals appear to
have developed their ideas primarily from those
presented in earlier accounting articles.

The second most important foundation dis-
cipline for AOS papers is psychology (@.24% )
In contrast, psychology as a foundation discip-
line for JAR and TAR papers is third (14.51%)

. and fourth (10.44%), respectively. Alterna-
’ tively,(i.—\R and JAR's focus on economics and fi-

nance issues is evidenced by being the second
most important foundation discipline for both
(19.47% and 23.15% respectively).

The third most common foundation discipline
for AOS papers is a combination of various
paradigms (i.c. 18.45% of AOS papers draw
upon multiple foundation disciplines). In con-
trast, JAR and TAR seldom usc a multi-discipli-
nary approach (5.66% and 5.31% respectively).
Instead, psychology and mathematics/decision
sciences/game theory are the third most preva-
lent foundation disciplines for JAR and TAR re-
spectively.

The fourth most common foundation discip-
line for AOS papers is management (13.59% ). In
contrast, it is rare for JAR and TAR to base their
research on this paradigm (0.88% and 0.76% re-
spectively). Mathematics/decision sciences’
game theory and psychology are the fourth most
common foundation disciplines for JAR and TAR
articles respectively.

Finally, the fifth most prevalent foundation
discipline for AOS articles is sociology/political
science (6.80%). In contrast, this paradigm
ranks seventh and eighth for JAR and TAR
(1.24% and 3.42% respectively). The fifth
(sixth) most popular foundation discipline for
TAR (JAR) is statistics, a paradigm which never
underlies AOS articles.

In sum, AOS draws its research primarily from
accounting. psychology, multiple-disciplinary,
management and sociology/political science.
JAR and TAR base their research primarily upon
accounting, econormics and finance, mathema-

TABLE 1. Distribution of articles by foundation discipline®

Foundation Joumnat

discipline AOS JAR TAR
Accounting 31.55 41.06 31.50
Psychology 2524 14.51 10.44
Multiple 18.45 5.66 5.31
Management 1359 0.88 0.76
Sociology, political science 6.80 1.24 342
Economics and finance 243 1947 23.15
Maths, decision science. game theory 097 10.27 10.82
Engineering. communication 097 1.06 1.90
Statistics ) 000 5.31 7.21
Law 000 0.53 5.50
Total 1oU 00 100.00 100.00

“Artscles published berween 1976 and 1983 Al aumbersin perconiages T:tw‘"” Ut ", A"[r “1‘{ d.e Terevsd

s
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tics/decision sciences/game theory, psychology
and statistics. AOS scldom draws upon
economics and finance, mathematics'decision
science/game  theory, and engincering/com-
munication, and ncver bases its rescarch on
statistics or law. JAR and TAR occasionally use 2
multi-disciplinary approach, and rarely draw
upon management, sociology/political science
and engincering/communication research.’

Research method

Table 2 presents the distribution of articles
published in AOS, JAR and TAR according to the
research methodology they employ. The prim-
ary research method utilized by AOS articles is
analytical-internal logic (40.78% ). Thisresearch
method is also the predominant one for TAR
papers (59.20% ), and is the second most preva-
lent methodology for JAR articles (32.57% ).

Opinion-survey is the second most common
rescarch methodology employed by AOS papers
(19.42%). In contrast, this procedure is seldom
used by JAR and TAR articles (3.54% and 4.55%

respectively) The single most prevalent re-
scarch mcthod employed by JAR (sccond by
TAR) is archival-primary, a mcthodology which
includes large machine-readable databases (e.g.
COMPUSTAT, CRSP)as well as data compiled by
othersin non-magnetic form (e.g. 10-K reports).

The third most common research method
used by AOS articles is empirical-lab (18.45% ).
Although this method is also the third most com-
mon technigue employed for JAR and TAR arti-
cles, the percentage of JAR papers using this ap-
proach (18.05% ) is much closer to that of AOS
than it is to the percentage of TAR papers utiliz-
ing this method (8.35% ).

In sum, AOS utilizes the empirical-survey
technique much more than JAR or TAR, and it re-
lies much less on the archival-primary research
method than do these other journals. AOS also
makes heavier use of the archival-secondary, em-
pirical-field and empirical-case methods than
either JAR or TAR, and lighter use of the analyti-
cal-simulation method than do these other jour-
nals ® '

TABLE 2. Distribution of articles by rescarch method®

Research Journal
method AOS JAR TAR
Analytical — internal logic 40.78 3257 59.20
Opinion — survey 19.42 3.54 4.55
Empirical —1ab 18.45 18.05 8.35
Archival — primary 7.28 35.22 16.70
Archival — secondary 5.34 283 4.17
Empirical — field 4.37 1.95 247
Empirical — casc 388 1.42 1.33
Anahytical — simulation 0.49 4.42 3.23
Total 100.00 100.00 100.00

- R T T
*Arucles published between 1976 and 1984 AL pumbers in prrcentages Tetds r -&/ Al pre A T v ;/:

" Onc nowew orthy diffierence between JAR and TAR articles is tha: TAR's articles are much more likely 1o be law -based than

are JAR'S (5 50% v0.53%).

* Archival-secondary consists primarily of hiierzrure revicws It ook at issues generally by comparing other studies Analyt-
calnternal logic includes analytical papers as weti as individual opinion type of rescarch (c.g the carly @ prion papers)
Analvucal-simulation involves computer-based ssmulation papers with random numbers. Empirical case examines a particu
lar issue by carefully observing a field situation bur notinterfering with it Empirical field examines a paniicular issue through
2 ficld sitwanion where thereis interference and s control group Empirical laboratory uses a simulated environment with var-
iable manipulation (Also includes questionaarres cantlinang 3 hyvpothetical case ) Opinion-survey uses » guestionnaire and
or ananterview approach asking for opinions or &0y aboui Certain issues
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AOS's IMPACT ON THE SOCIAL SCIENCES

We compared AOS's focus and its inteliectual
positioning with JAR and TAR by examining the
distribution of AOS's articies by foundation dis-
cipline and research method vis a vis these two
journals. W'e will now further examine AOS's in-
tellectual positional and also evaluate the con-
sequences of the Journal by determining its im-
pact on the social sciences.

The method we employ for ascertaining AOS's
influence (impact) on the social sciences is cita-
tion analysis. Citation analysis has a long history
in the social sciences. Although the technique
has its limitations, it generally is agreed that the
method can be used to ascertain the impact (in-
fluence) of journals, articles, and even individu-
als.® Until recently, the technique has been used
sparingly in the accounting discipline. Citation
analysiss was introduced to the accounting liter-
ature by McRae (1974), who used the technique
to define an accounting information network.
Litle work was done in accounting research
using citation analysis during the next ten years.
[For a notable exception, see Hofstedt, (1976).]

- In the past two years, however, five papers have

been published which utilized the technique to
evaluate accounting research: Dyckman & Zeff
(1984), Smith &_Krogstad (1984), Brown &
Gardner (1985(ab) and Gambie & O'Doherty
(1985).1°

In this article, we use the Social Science Cita-
tion Index (SSCl) for the 1976-1984 time
period to determine which journals cited AQS
articles, and how many times each AOS article
was cited by each journal. In Table 3 we present

a distribution of citations 1o AOS articles by the
social sciences for the nine years 1976-1984,
and for the threc equal threc-year periods:
1976-1978, 1979-1981 and 1982-1984. After
retaining the individual citations by AOS, JAR
and TAR, to AOS articies, we grouped the re-
maining citing journals by subject category, as
defined by the 1984 version of the SSCI. Consis-
tent with the findings of Brown & Gardner
(1985D), the table reveals that AOS is similar 1o
other accounting journals in that it is the prifn-

iter of its own articles (56.3% for the nine
year period)."’ Not unexpectedly, TAR and JAR
are the next most prevalent users of AOS articles
(11.1% and 8.4% for the two journals respec-
tively). Business journals are the next most im-
portant user of AOS articles (6.1%). The
foremost citing business journals are Academy
of Management Journal, California Manage-
ment Review and Journal of Management
Studies. Management journals'? and business/fi-
nance journals are the next most important
users of AOS articles (6.1% and 5.0% respec-
tively). The foremost citing journals in manage-
ment are Decision Sciences, Management Sci-
enice, MIS Quarterly and Omega-International
Journal of Management Science, while the
foremost citing journals in business/finance
(which includes AOS, JAR and TAR) are Abacus
and Journal of Accounting and Public Policy.
The two other subject areas which account for
more than 1% of citations to AOS articles are
psychology and social science-interdisciplinary
(21% and 1.3% respectively). AOS has been
cited by numerous psychology journals, includ-
ing Personnel Psychology, Journal of Applied

® For a discussion of the limitations of the technique and its applications to the social sciences, see Garfield (1979) or Brown
& Gardner {19851)

'" Dyckman & Zeff (1984 ) used the technigue to delermine the influence of JAR over its first rvenry years. Smith & Krogstad
(1984) cxamined those journals. monographs and authors cited mosi frequently by Auditing A fournal of Practice and
Theory Brown & Gardner (19831) apphd the techmigue to measure the impact of four accounting journals and to identify
their most influential papers on accounung rescarch Brown & Gardner ( 1985b) employed citation analysis 1o assesss the re-
scarch contributions of accounting farudnies and doctora! programs Gamble & O'Doherty (1985) presented the result: of
two studies (1) asurvey of the awarcncss and use of citat:on analysis by accounting depaniment chairmen and their faculties,
and (2) a ranking of accounting departments using €1eacon analysis

" The percentages ail pertain 1o the zntire aine yvear peoiad

" Mosn:‘ the journals in this categ. n wsed 1o betung in the now defunc: SSCE subject catepony: operations rescarch and
man2gement science

&

re=

noaty
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Psychology, Bebavioral Science and Prufes-
sional Psychology. The primary clting social sci-
ence-interdisciplinary fournal is Human Rela-
tions

Table 3 also reveals the following regarding
the stability of citations to AOS articles pub-
lished during the threc subperiods: 19761978,
1979-1981 and 1981-1984. AOS’s citations to
articles published during these three time
periods are nearly constant. Similarly, TAR's and
JAR'’s citations to AOS's 1976—1978 articles are
approximately the same as their citations to
AOS’s 1981-1984 articles. In contrast, JAR and
the management journals cite AOS’s 1979-1981
articles more than its other articles, while TAR
and the business journals cite AQS’s 19791981
articles less than its other articles. Other trends
include: (1) AOS's most recent articles (1982—
1984 ) have had a greater impact on business and
finance journals than did its earlier articles, (2)
AOS's earliest articles (1976-1978) have
exerted a greater impact on the psychology liter-

aturc than did its Jater articles, and (3) AQS's im-
pact on the social sciences-interdisciplinary lit-
crature has grown over time.

AOS ARTICLES EXERTING THE GREATEST
IMPACT ON THE SOCIAL SCIENCES

The database we developed (based on the
5SCI) to investigate AOS's impact on the social
sciences in the last section can be used to iden-
tify those particular articles which have exerted
the greatest impact on the social sciences.
Moreover, by identifying which subject
categories have cited each article, we can ascer-
tain precisely those branches of the social sci-
ences which have been impacted by each arti-
cle.”?

When using citation analysis to rank articles,
two choices must be made. First, we must decide
whether or not to adjust for the fact that citation
frequency is positively related to the number of

TABLE 3. Duistribution of citations to AOS articles®

Year of Publication

Cited byt 19761984 1976-1978 1979-1981 19821984
Accounting Organizations and Society 56.3 56.6 563 54.7
The Accounting Revieu 11.1 12.4 7.4 14.1
Joumnal of Accourtinig Research 8.4 7.7 10.8 6.3
Business 6.1 6.9 4.5 63
Management 5.0 36 85 31
Business, finance 4.6 4.4 4.0 7.8
Psychology 21 2.7 1.1 1.6
Social science — interdisciplinary 1.3 0.8 1.7 31
Public administration 0.8 0.5 1.7 0.0
Economics 05 08 0.0 0.0
Political science 0.3 0.3 0.6 0.0
Language and linguistics 03 03 0.6 0.0
Health policy 03 0.5 0.0 00
Communicstions 0.2 0.0 0.6 [sX ]
Unclassifiedt 25 25 23 3.1
Total 100 00 100.00 106.00 10000

*All numbers in percentages

+Wiih the exception of the first three sources of ditanon the others are classificd by subject categon as defined by the 1684
volume of the Social Science Crtation Index classthzanon system
tCitations by journals which are not classified by subyect category in the 1984 or 1980 volumes of the SSCI

" The subject categonies are presented in Tabic 3 and appear in abbreviated form as the columns of Tables 4 and S



.. /‘N/'ﬁl

)\EWL e
(14€3)

@&.' ‘e luded

THE RESEARCH CONTRIBUTIONS OF ACCOUNTING, ORGANIZATIONS AND SOCIETY 9

ycars that the article has been available for cita-
tion (i.c. for the purposes of this study, 1984
minus the year of the article’s publication). Sec-
ond, we must decide whether or not to eliminate
journal self-citations, as it has been argued that
an article's influencce is best measured by its im-
pact on rescarch published in other journals
(Garfield, 1977).

Regarding the first issue, we believe that it is
necessary to adjust for the article’s age. By mak-
ing the simplifying assumption that the numbecr
of citations per year to an article is, on average, a
constant, we formulate our rankings based on
the article’s per year citation frequency (i.e. total
cites 1o the article through 1984 divided by the
quantity, 1984 minus year of publication).’* Re-
garding the second issue, we believe that it is in-
structive to rank articles in rtwo ways: by includ-
ing and excluding journal self-citations. Thus,
we present article rankings based on cites per
year, along with citation distributions by subject
category, including citations by AOS in Table 4,
and excluding citations by AOS in Table 5.

f the articles are comxpon 10 bOtI) Tables
4 and 5: Libby & Lewis (1977)y Burthelle! al. -
(1980), Tinker er al. (1982), Libby & Lewis
(1982), Hedberg & Jonsson (1978) and Prakash
& Rappaport (1977). Several of these articles are
in the human information processing area,
suggesting that this topic is of considerable in-
terest to AOS and the rest of the social sciences.

articles (T ﬁualm Table 4 do not appear

in Table 5Birnberg ef al. (1983 )}Waterhouse &

Tiessen (1978). Otley (1980) and Flamholiz
(1983).!® These articles are all in the managerial
area (broadly defined), suggesting that AOS
draws more upon managerial issues than the
other social sciences research outlets.'” Two ar-

ticles included in Table 5 do not appear in Table
4: Uccker & Kinncy (1977) and Solomon ef al.
(1982). Both of these papers arc in the auditing
arca, sugpesting that this topic is of morc interest
to other journals, namely TAR and JAR, than it is
to AOS.""

SUMMARY

This paper analyzed the research contribu-
tions of AOS during the ninc year period 1976~
1984 in four different ways. We began by exa-
mining whether AOS has achieved its research
objectives as defined by its “aims and scope”.
AQOS’s stated purpose was to be an “international
journal devoted to the behavioural, organiza-
tional and social aspects of accounting” (AOS,
Aims and Scope, Vol. 1, No. 1). AOS can be consi-
dered 1o have achieved its objectives if it pub-
lished more research in the international, be-
havioural, organizational and social aspects of
accounting than did TAR and JAR, the two jour-

- nals which were the primary outlets for account-

“ing research ¢ 1976. AOS can be considered to
be a complement outlet for similar research pub-
lished in other accounting journals (e.g. TAR and
JAR) if the total amount of research published
between 1976 and 1984 increased above its pre-
1976 growth rate. Our analysis revealed that
AOS achieved the objectives delineated in its
“aims and scope”, and has acted as a complement
outlet for research involving international, be-
havioural, organizational and social aspects of
accounting,

We then provided a commentary on AOS's
focus and intellectual positioning by examining
the foundation discipline and research methods

" Price (1963) maintainy that although the probabiliny that article X cites article Y is negatively related to the age of artick
Y, science grows (i.c. the number of X7 available to cite 3 given Y) at a rate approximately equal t6 that of the decay in the

probability of citation function More speccifically, he argues that

“roughly specaking. any paper once it is published will have

a constant chance of being uscd at all subsequent dates™ (p 81)

' Three other articles (Spicer & Balicw . 1983, Tiessen & Waterhouse, 1963, Hayes, 1983 ) are amongst the ten articles not

delincated in Table 5

' This finding partially validates the Table 1 resales that shaw management to be 2 more impontant foundation disciphing for

AQS’s rescarch than s for TAR'S or JAR s resvarch

'7 OOS has cited iecher & Kinnes (1877 3 only once and &t has never cited Solomon eral (1982)
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TABLE 4. Most often cited AOS articles per year (citations by AOS included)

Journal/subject category citingt Cites
Rank® Article AOS TAR JAR  Bus  Man Bus/Fin Psyc SS-Int Pub Fco Poly LL HP Com Unc vyecar
| Libby & Lewis(1977) 14 12 8 2 3 1 2 600
2 Birnbergeral (1983) 3 2 5.00
3 Burchellerat (1980) 14 1 1 2 1 4.7S
4 Tinkeretal (1982) 3 1 1 2 2 4.%0
S libhby & Lewis(1982) 3 3 2 4.00
O Hedberg & Jonsson ( 1978) 15 3 2 1 2 3R}
? Waterhouse & Tiessen (197H) 17 2 1 1 i 367
R Otley (19H0) 10 1 1 1 3.25
9 P'rakash & Rappaport (1977) 13 4 1 1 I | 300
Flamholtz ( 198 3%) 2 1 3.00
Spicer & Ballew (19R3) 2 1 3.n0
P & Wiarerfunise (10RY) 2 ! 300
Tlayes (1Y) 1)
*Ranks are hascd on citations per year, defined as total cltations divided by (1984 — year of publication).
tJournal/subject categories are abbreviated. Exact names are found in Table 3,
TABLE S. Mnst often cited AOS articles per year (citations by AOS excluded)
Journal/subject category citingt Cites
Rank*® Article TAR  JAR  Bus Man Buy/Fin S §SInt Pub Eco Poly LW HP Com Unc year
! Libhy & Lewls(1977) 12 8 2 @ [5 2 4.00
2 Tinkeretal (1982) . 1 1 2 300
3 Libby & Lewis(19H2) 3 2 2.50
Birnbergeral (1983) 2
s Uecker & Kinney(1977) S 5 1 [
0 Solomonetal (1O82) 1 1 1 1.50
Hedberg & lonsson (197H) 3 2 1 2 133
Burchell ef al (1980) 1 1 2 1 1.2%
9 Prakash & Rappapori (1977) 4 1 1 1 1 1.14
10 Tenarticles tied 1.00

*Ranks arc based on citutlons per year, defined as total citations divided by (1984 —year of publication).
{lournalfsubject categaries are abbreviated. Exact numes are found in Table 3,
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of its articles, and comparing thesce attributes of
AOS to those of TAR and JAR. Regarding founda-
tion discipline, we found that although the three
journals are similar in that they draw hcavily
from ideas presented in earlier accounting arti-
cles, there are distinct diffcrences between AOS
and the other journals. More specifically, AOS
draws substantially more of its research from
psychology, multiple-disciplinary, management
and sociology/political science, and substan-
tially less from economics and finance, and
mathematics/decision science/game theory than
do TAR and JAR. Regarding research method, we
found that the three journals are similar in that
cach journal's primary research methodology is
analytical-internal logic. However, AOS is more
likely to utilize opinion-survey techniques than
TAR and JAR, and it is less likely tc use ready
made data bases (i.e. archival-primary) than do
these other journals.

Next, we used the Social Science Citation
Index to ascertain all citations by the social sci-

ences o AOS articles during the ninc year
period, 1976-1984. The purpose of this under-
taking was to learn morc about AOS's intellec-
tual positioning and to ascertain AOS's impact on
the social scicnces as measured by citation. Not
surprisingly we found that AOS primarily im-
pacted AOS, TAR and JAR. However, we deter-
mined that the journal has also had a non-trivial
impact on the business, management, business’
finance, psychology and social science-interdis-
ciplinary literatures. Finally, we identified AOS’s
most influential (i.c. most highly cited) papers
on the social sciences. We learned that several of
AOS's human information proccssmg papers
(Libby & Lewis, 1977, 1982) Prakash & Rap-
paport, 1977)impacted both AOS and the rest of
the social sciences; that AOS is more interested
in managerial issues (broadly defined) than the
rest of the social services journals; and that other
journals (e.g. TAR and JAR) are more impacted
by AOS’s auditing research that AQOS apparently
is.
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