
We would like to invite you to the Durham Rutgers Accounting Analytics Network 

(DRAAN) Computational Linguistics to Identify Quality Annual Report Discourse webinar 

on Friday 4th March 2022 at 17:00 UK time (12:00 EST) led by Dr Professor Steven Young 

  

The Speaker: 

Steven Young is Professor of Accounting and Interim Deputy Dean at Lancaster University Management 

School. His research interests cover topics at the interface between accounting and corporate finance 

including executive remuneration, narrative reporting and natural language processing, and financial 

reporting quality. His industry research collaborations include the Financial Conduct Authority, the 

Financial Reporting Council, the CFA Society UK, and the Pensions and Lifetime Savings Association. His 

research features in leading academic journals including The Accounting Review, Review of Accounting 

Studies, and Accounting, Organizations and Society. He is Associate Editor for Journal of Business Finance 

and Accounting and an editorial board member for a range of journals including Accounting, 

Organizations and Society and Accounting and Business Research. 

Professor Steven Young Webpage 

  

The Session: 

We develop and test a model of high quality annual report discourse. The model is trained and 

evaluated on annual reports published between 2007 and 2018 by London Stock Exchange-listed firms 

shortlisted for an award by corporate reporting experts. We use methods from computational linguistics 

to identify discourse features that distinguish quality according to what management say (i.e.: content) 

and how they say it (i.e.: language structure). Our final model comprises 10 features that characterise 

high quality reporting including more strategy-related commentary, less focus on growth, and greater 

language accessibility that promotes cognitive processing (evidenced by more relevancy markers, 

greater connectivity, more exclusive forms of language, and fewer grammatical words). Out-of-sample 

tests reveal predictive accuracy rates of around 70%. The methods for identifying discourse properties 

are transferrable to many other settings including fraud detection, predicting internal control 

weaknesses and audit qualifications, and identifying takeover targets. The paper explaining the analysis 

is more detail is available here. 

  

To join the webinar via Zoom, please click on the link below: 

Join the DRAAN Webinar - Friday 4th March 2022 - 17:00 UK Time (12:00 EST) 

Details of future DRAAN webinars are available in the following link 

Check our YouTube Chanel HERE 

 Feel free to share with anyone interested. 

  

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lancaster.ac.uk%2Flums%2Fpeople%2Fsteven-young&data=04%7C01%7Cbjensen%40business.rutgers.edu%7C487fcb2d6f134efb59b208d9fd85f179%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C637819574771580004%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=dveJTpzPCh3MsFtM%2Fbcg%2FPM0NqxFOoJTwOh65FUccpA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpapers.ssrn.com%2Fsol3%2Fpapers.cfm%3Fabstract_id%3D3575679&data=04%7C01%7Cbjensen%40business.rutgers.edu%7C487fcb2d6f134efb59b208d9fd85f179%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C637819574771580004%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=%2BUZT8hwuz5a%2BHfFQ%2BRO3EA9DO8BygF%2BJloKmRMuGo9Y%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdurhamuniversity.zoom.us%2Fj%2F93184378098%3Fpwd%3DSE1rYlVkNmNQVm5LTXJtaEVLK3BWdz09&data=04%7C01%7Cbjensen%40business.rutgers.edu%7C487fcb2d6f134efb59b208d9fd85f179%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C637819574771580004%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=y6S3GsgrUekbcmDH%2BuSGymiGukL9pvGkSDl9teITW7E%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsway.office.com%2FsaY1bxUcyJNaoMUX%3Fref%3DLink&data=04%7C01%7Cbjensen%40business.rutgers.edu%7C487fcb2d6f134efb59b208d9fd85f179%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C637819574771580004%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=Ek6a2XWUhKGekIwN3gBS2sb8kJ5VpdQSOw%2FLJXUrDGM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fplaylist%3Flist%3DPLtveLrEmMaYvv7DDB1xIGROWxLEf-aVfn&data=04%7C01%7Cbjensen%40business.rutgers.edu%7C487fcb2d6f134efb59b208d9fd85f179%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C637819574771580004%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=l8jEXO8O9y3jOe7qRjXGvOKTNoybAufpDjNvyLpuJAg%3D&reserved=0

